              Enjoying Art is a Family Affair 

      (A Parent’s Guide - Help Your Child Develop the Artist Within)               

                               By Robin J. Miller

         [image: image1.jpg]




         A Message From Robin J. Miller 

        PS 108 Art Teacher/ NYC Blueprint for the Arts Facilitator
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                         Purpose of this Guide
This guide is an introduction to art for parents and an opportunity to familiarize you with the artwork that students at our school are doing.  Most parents already know the information that their children are learning in elementary school. However, there is a great deal of learning taking place in the art studio that many adults know may not be aware of. I believe that parents should be able to have a dialogue with their children about what they are learning. But first parents need to have an awareness of the subject themselves. This work is written in an easy to understand format with illustrations. After all this is art we are talking about and art is a visual language. 
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Who determines the Visual Arts Curriculum?

The Visual Arts Curriculum at PS 108 is planned in accordance to the NYC Department of Education’s Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in the Arts.

What is NYC Department of Education’s Blueprint for Teaching and Learning in the Arts?

Excerpt from Joel Klein, Chancellor – NYC Department of Education

The Blueprint provides a standards-based, rigorous approach to teaching the arts.  It gives New York City’s students the opportunity to delve deeply into these subjects while giving their teachers the latitude to create an instructional program that demonstrates student learning over time and in varied dimensions.

More importantly, the sequential study of art, music, dance and theatre will help students achieve both a vocation and an avocation.  Their ongoing work will enable them to apply for advanced study for jobs in the arts-related industries that are so important to the economy of New York City.  It will provide them with a source of life-long enjoyment as they become the future audience for the arts.

The Blueprint is a result of an exceptional collaboration between educators from the school system and representatives from the arts and cultural community of New York City.  It motivates students to go beyond the walls of the classroom and encourages them to take advantage of the rich resources available across New York City in museums, concert venues, galleries, performance spaces and theaters.

We are delighted to introduce the New York City schools to this powerful way of teaching and learning in the arts and look forward to a future filled with artists, designers, musicians, dancers, actors, and more, all New York City public school graduates.

            What is art? Art is expression.
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Above, students are warming up with a jazz CD for a lesson on gesture. One student just wants to get to work. That’s expression, too.

Art is expressing something that other people can see. There are many art forms like dancing, music – singing or playing an instrument, acting in a play or in the movies.  But those are the performing arts, we are going to talk about visual art. This art is different from the other arts, because people are not so interested in watching the artist do it, although sometimes that can be entertaining.  They want to see what you have made, the final product. 

  At PS. 108, we believe that the arts inspire the core curriculum and should be integrated whenever the opportunity provides.   Below you see our talented music teacher, Ms. Grace Kim (who made this experience possible), Jazz at Lincoln Center group and that’s me in the middle. Experiences like these serve to enhance lessons on art, music and social studies/multiculturalism – Harlem Renaissance.
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Here are some things that you can make as a visual artist: a drawing, painting, collage, print, sculpture, pottery, jewelry, mosaic, furniture, clothing, doll, rug, mask and more. You just have to decide what you want to do!

Who is art for? 

Art is for everyone, not just the extremely talented.
[image: image10.wmf]QuickTime™ and a

TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.


It’s for young children, very old people and all those in between.  People all over the world do art. The world is made up of a community of artists. There have even been animals that have done art.  I have heard of apes and elephants creating art.  I’m sure there have been other animals as well.  (This is not to suggest that you start instructing your pet gerbil to become the next artist, although it might make you very rich)

Why do art? 

               Art is fun, exciting and relaxing at the same time.
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These fifth grade students listen to the sounds of nature from an Acadia National Park CD as they study the human form from a wooden figure. They didn’t want to stop.

Sometimes it’s messy. Messy can be fun when a person is doing it, but the cleanup is not usually as enjoyable. However, learning to clean up and maintain art materials is an important part of the process.
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Children often enjoy the cleanup, especially if it involves water.
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Art can make us happy when we are sad, lonely, angry or just feeling a little crazy.  It can show someone else how we are feeling, too. Sometimes we want to remember something that happened in the past, share our thoughts about new things, tell a story with images, make something that we use all the time look special, create something for a special ceremony, or just imagine something that no one else has ever thought of. 

At P.S.108, school students……
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                        …..planned the ideal cafeteria
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   …demonstrated their concern for World Peace with a quilt
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….raised funds for a school charity with a promotional bulletin board.
    There are endless reasons that people create art.

     Where can art be found? Art is everywhere.
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We don’t have to look very far.  It’s on our clothes, in our homes, in the wallpaper, the fabric of the curtains or furniture.  It’s on the patterns in the lamp and on the floor.  It’s the graffiti on the walls in the street, the mosaic tiles in the subways.  It’s the architecture (design) of the buildings and advertisements on billboards. It’s on postage stamps. It’s hanging around someone’s neck, wrist, or on our ears. It’s everywhere, but it’s especially in books, on the internet and in museums.  Check it out.

Now that we know the whos, whats, whys and wheres about art, let’s talk about it some more.

What is Subject Matter ? 

Artists make decisions about what their image will be.  Here are some basic subject matter words.

Portrait – art that shows the likeness of a person. (Google- Images – Vincent van Gogh Portraits – actually you’ll probably want to see all his works of varying subject matter)

Self portrait – a portrait that the artist does of him or herself. (Google – Images- Frida Kahlo, you don’t even need to write self-portraits – that’s what most of her work is, not all of it is appropriate for children).

Landscape – a picture that shows an outside scene. (Google –Images- Grandma Moses, Grant Wood landscapes – I love his broccoli trees, maybe you will, too)

Seascape and Cityscape are specific types of landscapes. (Winslow Homer has some fierce seascapes. A very famous seascape is The Wave, by Katsushika Hokusai. Faith Ringgold’s, Tar Beach, has a wonderful cityscape background – Google some of these images)
Still Life – art without people that usually shows an inside scene (flowers or fruit on a table, a room, objects in a space) (Paul Cezanne did some incredibly realistic still lifes, while Pablo Picasso went all the way abstract with some of his still life paintings. Van Gogh’ bedroom, chair and shoes are well-known still lifes)

Genre – art showing people doing everyday things (Some of the best examples of this subject matter area can be found in children’s picture books. The job of the illustrator is to show what the characters are doing. Master artist Jacob Lawrence illustrates genre brilliantly in the historical event – The Great Migration)
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Genre can, also, be demonstrated in sculpture. Fifth graders created 3-dimensional gestures with  pipe cleaners after studying the Swiss artist Alberto Giacometti.

Symbolic art has symbols in it. A person has to understand what the symbols represent in order to understand the art itself. (For example, a heart represents love) (Indigenous art is art done by native peoples – Aboriginal, Native American, African/South American/Mexican tribal art, etc. Indigenous art is often filled with symbols and holds symbolic significance.)

      [image: image24.jpg]



[image: image25.jpg]ima Newhe v u‘_s;bCrIsfan Colon




Nonobjective or Nonrepresentational art is what many people call abstract art. It can be made of lines, shapes, blended colors, splattered paint.  Here the colors, lines and shapes do not have a special meaning. (Google Jackson  Pollock was one of the Leaders of Nonobjective/Nonrepresentational/ Abstract art. 
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Abstract art is not a subject matter word like some people think. Abstract is the opposite of realistic.  When you abstract any work, you can change, distort, or even simplify the work to basic shapes. So you can have an abstract portrait, landscape, genre, or a still life work.  Symbolic and nonobjective art are already abstract.
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Art Making and Medium 

Art Making is the different techniques that artists use to do their art like drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, sculpture, two-dimensional applied design (graphic art) and media technology. 
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Medium is the material that we use to do the art making. It is not to be confused with “small, medium and large” when talking about sizes.  The children often get confused with that. Medium is really a singular word.  It means only one material.  The plural word is media.  When artists use more than one material, they say it’s a mixed media or a multi-media work. A common question asked of artists is “What medium do you work in?”  The person wants to know what materials does the artist use to create their work.
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These second grade students studied the still life paintings of Vincent van Gogh and Paul Cezanne before creating these mixed media collages. Students used paper, crayon and mixed red and yellow tempera.  They focused on using a mostly warm color scheme.

Drawing – creating an image with one or more of the following medium: pencil, colored pencil, pen, marker, chalk, crayon, charcoal, oil crayon or oil pastel, pastel, or anything that makes a mark.
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 This crayon drawing by Joseph Menta was chosen for it’s unique composition and use of line.

Painting – creating an image with tempera, watercolor, gouache, acrylic or oil paint. Paint is usually applied with a brush, however, inventive artists like Jackson Pollock used a variety of utensils to apply paint.
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Fifth Grade students used primary colors and white to create abstract paintings with secondary and intermediate colors.
Collage – creating an image with cut or torn paper/fabric and glue. Other materials can be added, but then it starts to become an assemblage, especially when 3 dimensional objects are added.

[image: image33.jpg]EEMEE=E ‘e SleE
]_earning About Contrast

1 Usir\ﬂ Complemenjrary Colors





Printmaking – First the artist creates a printing plate. Then this plate is used to repeat that image. Sometimes artists make a monoprint, which means that only one print can be made.  Ink is the most popular medium for printmaking. However, paint has also been used. A brayer is a tool used to roll ink on the plate.
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Sculpture – the creation of a 3-dimensional object. Artists can use almost any material to create a sculpture.  Here are some common media – clay, wood, metal, wax, cardboard, ice, stone, and assorted found objects.
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Media Technology – this is the latest technique in creating art. The medium is usually a computer or other form of technology. We also use technology to help us learn about art.
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These third grade students are about to sketch the head of Sandro Botticelli’s Venus during a “Studying the Masters” lesson.
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    Two-dimensional design posters done by third grade students who “Studied the Masters”

Elements of Art – These are the visual tools that artists use to create art. They help us to understand and discuss the art in greater detail. Use these words with your children when discussing a work of art.
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In this exploration exercise, fifth grade students use the color wheel to help them understand color theory. Here they are using the primary colors to create secondary and intermediate colors.
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           Line – There are many different types of lines.



 thick                thin                 straight        wavy                



                   loopy               zigzag               spiral

                       Lines can go in different directions.                               

                               


        Vertical        horizontal        diagonal
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These first grade students are very proud to show off what they learned during a line drawing exercise.
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Shape – There are many types of shapes used in art. Shapes are flat.

                 Geometric Shapes
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                Free Form Shapes





        Organic Shapes – shapes found in nature

Form – These are 3-D (three dimensional) shapes.  Here they are drawn to look 3-D.  Most sculptures are 3-dimensional forms.
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Space – Artist plan how to use their space. The way we use the space can make the work more interesting.

A way to understand negative and positive space is to do the following.  Draw a shape on a paper, then cut that shape out.  

The shape you cut out is the positive shape or space. The paper that is left represents the negative shape or space. [image: image50.jpg]



Texture – is how the surface feels or looks like it feels.  Texture can be real or implied.  When an art has real or actual texture, you can touch it and feel that it is smooth, bumpy, rough or whatever.  Implied texture is where the artist uses lines, patterns, and/or the medium to look like it has real texture. 
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Principles of Design – Like the Elements of Art, they too, help us to understand and discuss the art in greater detail. Use these words with your children when discussing a work of art.

Balance can be either symmetrical or asymmetrical depending on if the right or left side is identical or not. 
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Third grade students worked to create symmetrical Chinese-inspired masks. 

Unity refers to a sense that everything in the artwork belongs there, and makes a whole piece. Similar colors or patterns throughout can unify the work.

When the art is balanced, color, value, objects, etc are evenly distributed. Our bodies are usually symmetrical unless we have had a serious accident.  If you drew a line down the middle of your body, you should have the same parts opposite each side. Picasso created asymmetrical faces and bodies.

Harmony is achieved through the sensitive balance of variety and unity. Harmony in design is created when parts of the art look like they belong together. Harmony is when colors or patterns are coordinated.  It is very similar to unity.

Contrast is placing opposite colors, values, textures, etc, next to each other.  Contrast helps us to see objects more clearly. Especially when doing collage children often put the same color papers on top of each other. The object on top tends to disappear because of the lack of contrast. [image: image54.jpg][AIR





 

Rhythm/Pattern Children are very familiar with rhythm in music.  They understand that the rhythm is a beat that repeats.  In art rhythms are visual. They are the repetition of colors, lines, shapes, values, etc.  They often recognize visual rhythms as patterns.  
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    Second Grade students created the patches for this quilt during a lesson on pattern.

Variety is using different elements in a work of art to create interest.  

You know the saying, ”Variety is the spice of life”.  Well that is, also, true for art.
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Jazz at Lincoln shared their musical expertise with students as well as provided images for their artwork.

Emphasis is creating an area of interest or focal point.  The artist uses various techniques to guide the viewer’s eye to this area.

Proportion (Scale)

Proportion involves the relationship of size between objects. Artists often use unrealistic proportions to create emphasis to a particular area.  For example, if you want to viewer to focus on your painful feet, you might make them extra large.

Collaborative Grouping
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Third Grade students studied Louise Nevelson’s sculpture, Sky Cathedral, then worked in collaborative groups to create their own sculptures. A great deal of decision-making took place. Students discussed their finished projects and gave their work a title.  Some groups had difficulty agreeing on a title.  Those members had to support their individual title choices. The class then voted on a title.

Ways To Help Your Children

1. Art is Fun – First you must have a positive attitude about art. Initially, the product is not as important as the experience or the process. Art is about exploring. Encourage the positive attitude that your child has.

2. Have art materials available for your children.  Do not start out purchasing expensive materials. Discount and toy stores are a great place to buy materials. You don’t want to be thinking about how much money is being wasted because your little beginner is working with professional materials.

 . Recycle, reuse. Collect objects for art. Before throwing something away, think about whether it can be used to create art. Many artists do work with “Found Objects”.

 .  Buy or use paper around the house, paper bags, cardboard, etc.  Master artist Jacob Lawrence did his first paintings, as a child, on cardboard boxes.  

 . Purchase or create a sketchbook – Staple papers together and create a cover. 

.  Order art catalogs. They are excellent for getting ideas.  Also, their materials are less expensive than art specialty stores. The catalogs are usually free. You may call or go online.

  Here are the names of some catalogs.

  Dick Blick, Nasco, Sax School Specialty

3. Create an area to do art.  This could be as simple as a large heavy piece of cardboard from a box to work on, so that paints, pastels, whatever doesn’t ruin furniture or floors. Of course, it can be as elaborate as a special table/easel and room dedicated to serious artists.

4. Very young children need large paper and fat crayons because they begin by using their gross motor skills. Later they work their way to finer, smaller motor skills. Let them make big movements with a crayon, marker, chalk or brush.  

5. Check your child’s ability to cut.  In school, children learn how to hold scissors.  Some children need extra help with their cutting. Children should cut straight lines first, then wavy lines and shapes. Draw some geometric shapes. Use a fat marker, so that the lines are thick. Tell them to cut inside the line. This is good for beginners. Remember squares, rectangles and triangles are easier to cut then circles and ovals. Move your child from easy to more difficult.

6. Allow your child to try different media. Some children are great at drawing but struggle with collage or modeling clay. Look through the catalogs for different materials that can be explored.

7. Prepare a portfolio. A portfolio is a collection of an artist’s best complete work. Maybe you want to help your child to distinguish between the work that should be saved and the work that can be discarded. You may purchase a student paper portfolio to start out.  They are inexpensive and will preserve the work.  Later, you may choose to purchase a more permanent portfolio. These can be found in the art catalogs listed.

                                         [image: image60.wmf]QuickTime™ and a

TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.


8. Document the work. Create an art photo album. Take photos of the 3-D sculptures or other works that may be discarded later. Date the work in the album. After a sketch or drawing is complete, it should be dated.  When your little Picasso becomes famous, he or she will want to look back and see how much progress was made over time. 

9. Set up an art Book/Video/DVD library in your home or in your child’s room.  I highly recommend “The Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artist” series by Mike Venezia.  At the present time, there are about books in the collection. I have the entire collection in our school art studio, which continues to grow. Many teachers come into my room just to read these books.  They are a brief, informative and entertaining way of learning about artists.  The colorful pages attract children and adults alike.  

The catalogs below are designed for educators, but I’m sure anyone can purchase from them:

 Crizmac 1-800-913-8555, Art Video World 1-800-644-3429, Crystal Productions 1-800-255-8629

10. Visit Art Museums. See section on Museum Visits.
Museum Visits

A family trip to an art museum can be a wonderful opportunity for everyone to learn while having a great. It can also be a disaster. Below are 12 suggestions that should help you and your family have a positive museum experience.
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1. Find out the museum hours.  Many museums are closed to the public on Mondays. So it is very important to find out the museum’s schedule.

2. Inquire about the admission fee. Some museums have a suggested donation amount.  That means you can pay what you like.  Also, some museums have days where the admission is free.  You want to find out as much information as possible, then plan accordingly.

3. Ask museums about the Family Programs. Many museums have family programs on the weekends and in the summer.

4.  Do NOT plan to spend all day in the museum.  Do NOT try to see the entire museum in one visit, especially the large ones. You and your family may become irritable, it can turn ugly, and you may not want to ever return to that museum or any other one. 

5. Select an area (for ex, the Egyptian Galleries) or search for a few paintings that you are interested in. The museum is like a reference book, you wouldn’t sit and read the entire dictionary.  You simply look up the words you want to know. Do the same with the museum.

6. Don’t go hungry. The last thing you want to hear are the sounds of your children whining, “I’m Huuuuuuuungry!” Eat something before and possibly plan lunch out after as a celebration of the fabulous museum experience.

7. Have the “Behavior Talk” prior to your trip. Children need to know what to expect.  Running and yelling is definitely a no, no. 

I demonstrate “the gallery walk” and have the students practice it.  The hands are clasped together behind the back.  Children need not walk all over the museum like this. However, when they move in fairly close to look at something, the hands should be in that position. If you have difficulty controlling your children, there are people in the museum to help you. But you probably don’t want this.
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Student Teacher, Susan Amore leads children on a “Gallery Walk” around the art studio, as these kindergarteners view the work of their peers. It’s a “look but don’t touch” experience.

8. Security is everywhere. Explain that there are many security guards all over the museum. In fact, they are wherever you look. Tell your children about how valuable the art in the museum is and that it must be carefully protected.  Guards are there to make sure people don’t touch the work, or get too close. If you do get too close, a sensor alarm will go off as a warning to step back.  That’s a sure way to get the guards to speak to you. They probably won’t be showing you their happy face either. Sometimes they will tell you not to use the flash on your camera.  Light fades art.  The lights and temperature in a museum is set to protect the art for as long as possible.

9. Familiarize yourself with the exhibit or the museum’s permanent collection before you go. Don’t go to the museum cold.  Warm your family and yourself up with some information before you go. 

It is best to treat the museum like you are going to a concert to see your favorite rock star.  What I mean is, when you go to a music concert, you are usually familiar with the songs you will hear and the singer before you get there.  You are very excited, because you have favorite songs that you want the performer to sing or play.  Treat the museum the same way.  Find out what is in a particular museum before take off.  Read about the artist and the work that will be there. When the children have studied a famous work of art, possibly copied the painting, heard stories about the artist, they are ready to go.  They are able to walk around the museum with confidence as they see works that they are familiar with.  They may even take ownership of particular pieces by saying, “That’s the one that I did”. They have a connection to the work.  You will all be excited, if you have some prior knowledge about the artist, the work and even the culture. 

Let me share a personal experience. Many years ago I copied one of Van Gogh’s paintings, “The Cypress and The Wheat Field” and hung the work in my son’s room.  When we walked into one of the Impressionists’ Galleries in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, my son yelled out, “That’s the painting you did, mom!”  I chuckled as I whispered to him, “Yes, but not exactly!”  Now that my son is over 21, we still laugh when we remember that day.

10. Sketch what you see. Take a sketchbook, pad, clipboard or a piece of cardboard with paper and some pencils for your children.  You may see art students sketching in the museum.  They can do the same thing. This helps children focus on a work of art and feel very grown up.

11. Study a work of art. Use the vocabulary from subject matter, art making, the elements of art and the principles of design to describe a work of art. Which family member can list the most words that pertain to the work? Make this a fun game.

12. Before leaving, stop at the Gift Shop.  Some museum’s like the Metropolitan Museum of Art has a Children’s Gift Shop. These shops have books, toys, DVDs, puzzles, games. You don’t have to spend a great deal of money. They also have postcards, calendars, posters and more that will help your family to learn more and continue to have pleasant memories, once you’ve left.

Recommended Art Museums in New York City

Metropolitan Museum of Art

Museum of Modern Art

Whitney Museum of American Art

El Museo del Barrio

American Folk Art Museum 

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum

Asia Society and Museum

Studio Museum of Harlem

Museum for African Art

Children’s Museum of Manhattan (science, literature, art exhibits and more)

Artists and Illustrators

Fine artists do art because they are compelled to express themselves. Illlustrators are artists and they, too, can be fine artists, but they have a specific job, which is to bring the written word in books to visual life. The art of illustrators is usually the first art seen by children. Children and adults alike can learn a great deal about art by studying the art of illustrators.

Below are the names of some master artists and excellent illustrators that I have children study in my art curriculum.  Many assignments require students to observe and sometimes emulate the style of these artists.  It enriches and inspires their work. You may want to Google these artists to view their work.  Maybe you already own books with the work of the illustrators listed.

There are many artists not listed in this group. These are the ones most frequently used in my classroom art studio. 

You and your child should view fine art and illustrations together. Discuss who your favorite artist or illustrator is and why you like their work.  Maybe you like their choice of colors, the way they blend the colors, or the way they use a particular medium. Notice the style of the artist.  How are many of their works similar? You can often recognize the art of a particular artist by their style. There are many things to love about a work of art or a particular style.

Below are Master Artists and Illustrators who are frequently highlighted in our school art program. 
Master Artists

Romare Bearden, Pieter Bruegel, Sandro Botticelli, Alexander Calder, 

Mary Cassatt, Paul Cezanne, Marc Chagall, Leonardo Da Vinci, Edgar Degas, Joaquin Torres Garcia, Ando Hiroshige, Katsushika Hokusai, Winslow Homer, William H. Johnson, Frida Kahlo, Wassily Kandinsky, Paul Klee, Gustav Klimt, Jacob Lawrence, Marisol, Henri Matisse, Joan Miro, Claude Monet, 

Grandma Moses, Louise Nevelson, Georgia O’Keefe, Pablo Picasso, 

Horace Pippin, Jackson Pollock, Rembrandt, Faith Ringgold, Diego Rivera, Henri Rousseau, Geroges Seurat, Vincent van Gogh, Andy Warhol, Grant Wood 

Illustrators of Children’s Books

Marc Brown, Eric Carle, Tomie de Paola, Leo and Diane Dillan, Lois Ehlert, Ezra Jack Keats, Leo Lionni, Maurice Sendak, Taback Simms, John Steptoe, Patricia Polacco, 

Enjoying Art is a Family Affair Images Needed

Drawings 

1. Cover – Family Portrait

2. Dancer

3. Singer

4. Actor/actress

5. Three types of art – pottery, collage, mask, mosaic, jewelry, sculpture

6. Elephant painting

7. Portrait

8. Self-portrait

9. Landscape – Grant Wood

10. Seascape - Hokusai

11. Cityscape – Tar Beach

12.  Van Gogh’s Bedroom

13.  Great Migration genre

14. Aboriginal

15.  Jackson Pollock nonrepresentational

16.  symmetrical collage

17.  asymmetrical collage

18.  value drawing

Photos

1. Child/children smiling while doing art

2. Children cleaning up the mess.

3. Wallpaper

4. Furniture

5. Clothing

6. Architecture

7. Various medium

8. Printmaking materials

9. Student creating art on the computer

10. Color wheel

11. Objects with varying textures

This drawing done by first grade student, Tyler Savitz, demonstrates how we use line in drawings to create texture.





Fourth Grade Students learned about positive and negative space when they used the negative shape for their stencil printmaking project.





At PS 108, we want parents and students to share moments of pride like this.  Kayla Cardillo and mom stand below her lovely reproduction of Whistler’s Mother by James Whistler. In this project third grade students created 2-dimensional applied design “Master Artists Posters”. They had to measure to create the frame of their work and do the lettering.  This is a form of graphic art. Students also learned interesting facts about many of the artists.





In a previous lesson, first grade students learned to make geometric forms (cube, sphere, cylinder and rectangular prism). In this lesson, they applied their new skills by creating people with those forms. The medium used is plastic clay or plasticene.





First grade students view mini observation lesson on modeling forms with clay.





Above student teacher, Ms. Mooney, uses abstract paintings to teach a lesson on line.





Fourth grade students collaborated to create these Jackson Pollock-inspired tempera paintings. This was part of “The Jazz in the Art Class” curriculum.  Pollock listened to jazz when he created many of his paintings.  Students did the same thing.





First Grade students created texture with a variety of tools on their Model Magic animals. This lesson also focused on the pottery of the Southwest Native American Indians.  Students listened to parts of the book, “When Clay Sings” and southwestern Native American flute music.





Color – We can learn about colors from a color wheel.


The primary colors are red, yellow and blue.  All colors come from these three colors. The secondary colors are created when these colors are mixed.  They are orange, green, purple. Brown is made when all three primary colors are mixed. Black and white are not on the color wheel, because they are not colors. (Surprise) They are values.





Value  - This is lightness and darkness. White is the lightest value. Black is the darkest. When you add white to a color, you get a tint of that color.  For example, pink is really a tint of red. When you add black to a color, you get a shade of that color.  For example, maroon is a shade of red.


Proof that black and white are not colors. Think about this:  When you mix colors, the color changes.  When you mix black or white with another color, the color does not change.  It is still the same color, just lighter or darker.








This collaborative work done by fifth grade students is an example of many elements of design – rhythm, pattern, harmony, contrast, and unity.





Fourth Grade students used many different types of lines, shapes and colors to create variety in this abstract jazz painting. 





Kindergarten students need to get their whole bodies into the lesson by drawing on walls and walking on various lines before their little hands are ready for drawing lines on paper.











These collages were inspired by the Jazz cutouts of Henri Matisse.  Students learned about color, contrast, overlapping and shape.  WOW!








Printmaking is a favorite art making technique at our school. These fifth grade students proudly display their African design textile prints.





This photo shows a fifth grade student inking his brayer before inking his styrofoam plate. Besides  onlooking buddies, you can see tubes of block printing ink  and the print that he is working on.





I am passionate about teaching art.  I once thought that my happiest moments would be living my life as an artist. But after 11 years of teaching art, I realize that I am most alive when I am guiding the future artists of tomorrow to creative new heights. Maybe the day will come when I will be able to focus completely on my own artistic development.  But that is not now.  Now, I am an Impressionist in a different sense and the children are my canvas.





Family Portrait by James Liu





Kindergarteners learn that shapes can be cut and arranged to make people.





Kindergarteners are, also, learning that shapes can be painted using the blob method (starting from the inside, then moving out) or the outline method (paint the shape, then fill it in). You can see to young Mia   painting is serious business.








